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It seems that he and his sister had driven down to some
seaside place or other, where Hinchliffe was staying at
the time. They found him none too well, and decided
to bring him back to London with them. Venner had
had a slight accident with the car a couple of days
before, and torn one of the front wings. As they were
getting Hinchliffe into the car, he caught his hand on the
jagged edge.
" I asked Venner il the wing was fairly clean at the
time, and he said that it wasn't. It had been raining
hard all day, and he had taken the wrong turning on the
way down, and ended up in a farm-yard, where the car
sank into mud up to the axles.
" Thc&e are just the conditions under which a man
might pick up tetanus. And the history of the case, as
Venner described it, bore out the tetanus diagnosis.
Apart from the influenza—which I fancy can have been
no more than a very heavy cold—Hinchliffe had been
all right until three days before I was called in. Then
he began to complain of pains in the back of his head
and neck, This had been followed by comparatively
mild convulsions, which had gradually grown worse.
" I hadn't time for any lengthy discussions with Ven-
ner. Hinchliffe took up most of my time. Not that there
was ever the least hope of saving him. The poor chap
died of exhaustion before I had been in the house for a
couple of hours.
" I'd made up my mind by that time that I wasn't
going to give a certificate. And I told Venner so,
straight out. I said that a doctor ought to have been
called in at the first symptoms of convulsion, whatever
the patient might have said. The matter would have to
be reported to Jthe coroner, who would act as he thought
best/'
" You were not satisfied as to the cause of death?"
asked Dr. Priestley.

